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INDIA'S ANAND MARG TERRORISTS 
ANNCR: 

FOR SOME MONTHS NOW, THE ACTIVITIES OF AN EXTREMIST 
HINDU RELIGIOUS CULT KNOWN AS ANAND MARG HAVE BEEN MAKING 
HEADLINES AROUND THE WORLD. THE MOVEMENT HAS BEEN BLAMED FOR 
ATTACKS ON INDIAN DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS AND PERSONNEL AND ON 
AIRLINE AND TOURIST OFFICES IN A NUMBER OF CAPITALS. AND 
TWO ANAND MARG FOLLOWERS RECENTLY BURNT THEMSELVES TO DEATH 
IN WEST BERLIN. THEIR APPARENT GOAL -- THE RELEASE OF THE 
SECT'S FOUNDER AND SPIRITUAL LEADER CURRENTLY SERVING A LIFE 
TERM IN INDIA FOR MURDER. FROM NEW DELHI, VOA CORRESPONDENT 
FRED BROWN HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

THE HINDI WORDS "ANAND MARG" MEAN "HALF A BLIS." ANAND 
MARG WAS FOUNDED IN THE EAST INDIAN STATE OF BIHAR TWENTY- 
THREE YEARS AGO BY A FORMER RAILWAY ACCOUNTS CLERK AND ONE~ 
TIME JOURNALIST P.R, SARKAR. ACCORDING TO HIS CRITICS, MISTER 
SARKAR HOPED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF A WAVE OF DISILLUSIONMENT 
SWEEPING INDIA IN THE MID NINETEEN FIFTIES, IN MUCH THE SAME 
WAY ADOLPH HITLER CLIMBED TO POWER IN GERMANY IN THE 1930S 

THERE ARE OTHER SIMILARITIES TO THE NAZI MOVEMENT, BOTH 
IN PHILOSOPHY AND IN THE HEAVY USE OF SYMBOLISM BY THE SECT. 

THE STATED OBJECTIVE OF ANAND MARG IS TO ACHIEVE A 
REVOLUTIONARY TRANSFORMATION OF SOCIETY THROUGH AN IDEOLOGY CALLED 
"PROUT!" SHORT IN ENGLISH FOR "PROGRESSIVE UTILIATION THEORY", 
THIS IS AN ODD BLENDING OF RELIGIOUS MYSTICISM AND ECONOMIC 
PHILOSOPHY THAT IS BOTH ANTI-COMMUNIST AND ANTI-CAPITALIST, 


THE "PROUTISTS" BELIEVE THAT AN IDEAL GOVERNMENT IS MADE UP 
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OF A CONTROLLING NUCLEUS OF SOCIETY IN WHICH SOME MEN WILL ALWAYS 
BE SUPERIOR TO OTHERS. THE MILITANT KNIFE-CARRYING ANAND 
MARG YOUTH PRACTICE MILITARY TRAINING AS WELL AS SUCH INDIAN 
TRADITIONS AS YOGA AND MEDITATION. 

PERHAPS BECAUSE OF ITS VIEWS AND ITS RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS A 
AND RITUAL, THE CULT HAS APPEALED TO MANY YOUNG PEOPLE IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES WHO IN RECENT YFARS HAVE BEEN INCREASINGLY 
DRAWN TO EASTERN RELIGIONS, THE MOVEMENT GRADUALLY HAS SPREAD 
TO EUROPE, THE UNITED STATES, AUSTRALIA AND SOME OTHER 
COUNTRIES IN ASIA. THOUGH NO ACCURATE ESTIMATES OF MEMBERSHIPS 
ARE AVAILABLE, SOME ESTIMATES PUT THE NUMBER AS HIGH AS FIFTY 
OR ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND. 

THINGS APPEARED TO BE GOING WELL FOR MISTER SARKAR 
AND THE MOVEMENT UNTIL 1969, WHEN AN ALLEGED PLOT TO 
ASSASSINATE TOP LEADERS OF THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT WAS DISCOVERED, 
POLICE CONDUCTED A SERIES OF RAIDS ON EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS 
INCLUDING THE ANAND MARG. THEY DISCOVERED SUCH ITEMS AS HUMAN 
SKULLS APPARENTLY USED IN ANAND MARG RITUALS, HYPNOTIC DRUGS, 
AND DANGEROUS WEAPONS, TOGETHER WITH SOME INCRIMINATING 
DOCUMENTS, IT WAS AFTER THIS THAT A SPLIT IN THE MOVEMENT 
DEVELOPED, AND SOME MEMBERS OF ANAND MARG DEFECTED REVEALING 
FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION TO AUTHORITIES. 

IN 1971, MISTER SARKAR AND FOUR OF HIS TOP LIEUTENANTS 
WERE ARRESTED, CHARGED WITH THE BRUTAL MURDER OF SIX ANAND 
MARG DEFECTORS WHOSE BODIES WFRE FOUND IN A FOREST AREA 
ALONG THE BORDER OF BIHAR AND WEST BENGAL. ALTHOUGH THEY 
DENIED THE CHARGE, ALL WERE CONVICTED AND SENTENCED TO LIFE 
TMPRISONMENT IN 1976. WHEN INDIA'S NEW JANATA GOVERNMENT 
LAST APRIL RELEASED ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS, INCLUDING SOME 


SIX THOUSAND ANAND MARG FOLLOWERS, MISTER SARKAR AND HIS 
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ACCOMPLICES WERE NOT INCLUDED. SINCE THEN, DESPITE ATTACKS 

ON SEVERAL INDIAN DIPLOMATS ABROAD, THE GOVERNMENT HAS STOOD 
FIRM, REFUSING TO BOW TO THREATS OF ASSASSINATIONS . RECENTLY, 
HOWEVER, THE HIGH COURT IN PATNA DID AGREE TO A NEW HEARING OF 
THE CASE. AND LAST WEEK, ATTORNEYS FOR THE FIVE WEXE IN COURT 
TRYING TO DISCREOIT IN THE GOVERNMENT CASE. MISTER SARKAR 
VIGOROUSLY DENIED THAT HIS FOLLOWERS HAVE USED VIOLENCE TO TRY 
TO FORCE HIS RELEASE, HE RECENTLY TOLD AN INTERVIEWER THAT 
EVEN IF SOME MISGUIDED FOLLOWERS WERE ABLE TO MANAGE IT, HE 
WOULD NOT LEAVE PRISON ON SUCH TERMS. IN VIEW OF THE RECENT 
UPSURGE OF TERRORISM IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD, THE CASE 

BEING ARGUED IN THE BIHAR STATE CAPITAL HAS ATTRACTED INTEREST 
NOT ONLY HERE IN INDIA, BUT IN MANY OTHER COUNTRIES AS WELL. 
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